ENGLISH 12
Unit 2
READING

The passage:

CULTURAL DIVERSITY

Traditionally, Americans and Asians have very different ideas about love and
marriage. Americans believe in “romantic” marriage - a boy and a girl are attracted to
each other, fall in love, and decide to marry each other. Asians, on the other hand,
believe in “contractual” marriage - the parents of the bride and the groom decide on
the marriage; and love - if it ever develops - is supposed to follow marriage, not
precede it.

To show the differences, a survey was conducted among American, Chinese and
Indian students to determine their attitudes toward love and marriage. Below is a
summary of each group’s response to the four key values.

Physical attractiveness: The Americans are much more concerned than the Indians
and the Chinese with physical attractiveness when choosing a wife or a husband. They
also agree that a wife should maintain her beauty and appearance after marriage.

Confiding: Few Asian students agree with the American students’ view that wives and
husbands share all thoughts. In fact, a majority of Indians and Chinese think it is
better and wiser for a couple not to share certain thoughts. A large number of Indian
men agree that it is unwise to confide in their wives.

Partnership of equals: The majority of Asian students reject the American view that
marriage is a partnership of equals. Many Indian students agree that a woman has to
sacrifice more in a marriage than a man.

Trust built on love: Significantly, more Asian students than American students agree
that a husband is obliged to tell his wife where he has been if he comes home late.
The Asian wife can demand a record of her husband’s activities. The American wife,
however, trusts her husband to do the right thing because he loves her not because he
has to.

The comparison of the four values suggests that young Asians are not as romantic as
their American counterparts.

VOCABULARY
- diversity /da1 v3:.sa.ti/ (n): si da dang
- diverse /dar'vs:s/ (adj): da dang
- romantic /ros meen.tik/ (adj): 1ang man; té ra tinh cdm
- on the other hand (adv): mat khéc; trai lai
- contractual /kan trek.tfu.al/ (adj): theo hop dong
- bride /braid/ (n): c6 dau
- groom /gru:m/ (n): chu ré
- suppose /s3'pasz/ (v): cho 13, tin rang, nghi rang



- precede /pri1'si:d/ (v): happen or exist before
- survey ['s3..vel/ (n): cuéc khdo sat
- survey /sa'vel/ (v): khdo sat
- conduct Zkan'dakt/ (v) = carry out: thyc hién, tién hanh
- determine /d1't3..min/ (v): xac dinh = discover the facts about St
- summary ['sam.ar.i/ (n): bang téom tat
- response (to SO/St)7r1 spons/ (n): cau tra 101, phan ¢ng
- physical /'fiz.1.kal/ (adj): thudc vé co thé
- attractive /3'treek.triv/ (adj): hdp dan, quyén rii
- attractiveness /o treek.tiv.nas/ (n): s quyén ri, s hdp dan
- maintain /mein tem/ (v): duy tri, gilt gin
- confiding /ken'far.dip/ (n/gerund): viéc du tin twdng dé co thé giai bay tam su
- confide (v) in SO: tell SO about St very private or secret: gidi bay, tho 16 dieu gi
- majority Zma d3pr.a.ti/ (n): da s6
- minority /mari nor.a.ti/ (n): thiéu s6
- wise [fwaiz/ (adj): khon ngoan
- unwise /an’'waiz/ (adj): khong khon ngoan
- partnership /'pa:t.na.fip/ (n): moi quan hé = relationship
- reject r1' dzekt/ (v): bac bo
- sacrifice /'sek.ri.fars/ (v,n): give up St important or valuable (so that you can have
St else): hy sinh; s hy sinh
- trust /trast/ (v,n): tin cdy, long tin cay
- significantly /s1g 'nif.1.kent.li/ (adv): quan trong, c6 y nghia dac biét
- oblige /a'blaidz/ (v): bat budc
- demand Zdr' ma:nd/ /di ' mend/ (v): yéu cau,doi hoéi
- comparison /kem'per.1.san/ (n): su so sanh
- counterpart /'kaon.ta.pa:t/ (n): doi tac, nguwdi dong suw



READING EXERCISES AND KEY

Reading exercises:

Exercise 1: Choose A, B, C, or D to indicate the correct answer to each of the following questions.

1. London is home to people of many cultures
A/ diverse B/ diversity C/ diversify D/ diversification
2. Some researchers have just a survey of young people’s points of view on contractual marriage.
A/ sent B/ directed C/ managed D/ conducted
3. Many Vietnamese people their lives for the revolutionary cause of the nation.
A/ sacrifice B/ sacrificed C/ sacrificial D/ sacrificially
4. A recent survey has shown that supporters of equal partnership in marriage are still in the
A/ crowd B/ particular C/ majority D/ obligation
5. They decided to divorce and Mary is to get the right to raise the child.
A/ equal B/ determined  C/ obliged D/ active

Exercise 2: Choose the answer that is opposite in meaning to the underlined word or phrase.
1. The majority of American students agree that marriage is a partnership of equals.

A. Most B. Some C. The minority D. Many
2. Physical attractiveness is one of the four key values that they asked the students in the survey.

A. Chemical B. Talented C. Financial D. Metal
3. This is a summary of the students’ responses to the survey questions.

A. paragraph B. detail C. conclusion D. report
4. Verbs usually precede objects in English.

A. follow B. run after C. chase D. go ahead
5. Although they live in different cities, they still maintain a close relationship.

A. preserve B. save C. spoil D. protect

Exercise 3: Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

1. Asians believe in “romantic” marriage.

2. Ina “contractual” marriage love is supposed to precede marriage.

3. The American are much more concerned than the Chinese with physical attractiveness when choosing a
wife or a husband.

4. Asian students think that wives and husbands should share all thoughts.

Young Americans are more romantic than young Asians.

6. The purpose of the survey is to find out the opinions of the American and Asian students about love and
marriage.
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KEY TO READING EXERCISES

Exercise 1
1A 2D | 3B | 4C 5B
Exercise 2
1C 2D | 3B | 4A 5C
Exercise 3
1F 2F | 3T | 4F | 5T 6T




